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OBSTACLES 


These are means by which the progress of the enemy is 
impeded and delayed. 

His advance can be diverted into specially prepared defence 
and slowed down to such a degree that he becomes a sitting target 
for musketry. 

He can be denied advantageous ground and prevented from 
approaching near enough to hurl grenades. 

The obstacles can take the form of snares and traps for the 
unwary, and can be arranged to give warning of the approach of 
intruders by night. 

Various means were used to achieve these desirable results; 
often a combination of several. The variations and adaptations to 
circumstances are too numerous to include in this work, but the 
main principles are shown:- 


Abatis felled trees and branches, with sharpened points 
towards the enemy. 


Chevaux de Frises a portable arrangement of spikes set in 
a beam and used either as a means for closing a 
road or making a continuous barrier. A frequent 
variation was a hedge of pointed stakes set in the 
ground, 


Ditch often combined with the foregoing, but also used on 
its own either dry or water-filled. 


Trous de Loup a hole, or series of holes, having pointed 
stakes set in the bottom. Very often concealed 
by a covering of grass, branches etc. An amusing 
variation of the principle of the Chevaux de Frises. 


Wire Entanglements a methodically arranged wire fence to 
preventprogress andto keep the enemy at a distance. 
When barbed wire came into use it was even better 
It could be high or set low to trip, and by means of 
bottles or tin cans hung thereon made a splendid 


alarm warning. In principle it is really the Abatis 
again. 
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FIELD WORKS 


Whatever their purpose, Attack, Defence, or Shelter,all Field 
Works can be classified as:- 


Deliberate Positions to be defended. 
Hasty Improvised 
Siegeworks Sustained Attack 


Deliberate defences may be constructed earthworks either 
above ground (breastworks), or excavated (entrenchments). Means 
must be adopted to make the earthworks stand up at the steep slopes 
required. This is called Revetting, and can be carried out with 
timbers, gabions, and fascines, and can be executed by the military 
engineers without interference from the enemy. 


Hasty defences are any kind of improvised protection thrown 
as the circumstances of a situation permit; time, materials available, 
proximity of the enemy. They may be either breastworks or entrench- 
ments, again depending on circumstances and the nature of the ground 
Shelters, whether to give protection from the elements or the enemy, 
must similarly be improvised from the means athand, a few examples 
of which are shown. 


Siege Works are of much the same character as Deliberate 
Defences, being carefully constructed from materials brought up by 
the Army, and being of a solid character intended for prolonged use. 
The main difference is that the Siege Works have to be constructed 
in the face of the enemy, so that a position can well be classed as 
Hasty until the siege settles down and better protection can be 
erected. In some of the examples illustrated, particularly of the 
Crimea, it will be observed that the trenches of the attack were 
really nothing better than a shallow excavation with a breastwork. 
Protection from the rear was not considered necessary: the exploding 
shell was still in its infancy. On the other hand, the sap or zig-zag, 
dug forward to the position for the next front line or parallel, had 
to be properly dug from the bottom as it went along so that it even- 
tually became a communication trench affording full protection. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


In series form Bellona Military Vehicle Prints will provide the 
worlds most comprehensive and highly detailed Military Vehicle 
reference library ever produced, it is aimed to keep all series in 
print so that the earlier series should always be available. 


Each series contains on average four sets of detailed Scale drawings 
(scale 1:76. 4mm to one foot) drawn by experts, each set of drawings 
will show a minimum of four views with sectional views when 
possible, plus photographic illustration, a comprehensive history of 
the. vehicle together with relevant technical details. Both production 
and experimental vehicles will be covered. ; 


Short descriptive articles on related subjects will be included from 
time to time when space permits. 
(Series | — 5 do not have photographic illustrations.) 


Highly detailed % view illustrations in accurate colour of one of 
the vehicles in the issue appears on the cover; from series || 
onwards. 


Price 4/- (UK) plus overseas postage. 


; 
Subscription scheme and Gold Blocked -Ring Binder available. 


OTHER BELLONA MILITARY PUBLICATIONS 
Armoured Vehicles 
Self-propelled guns of the German Army Parts | - 2 - 3. 
Colour tank prints : 
Vues de Waterloo 


Send S.A.E. for aha list. 


Hawthorn Hill Bracknell Berks England. 


COMMISSIONED HAND MADE MODELS for wargames or dioramas - 
Any of the items illustrated in the book can be made to order. 
Any scale, estimates free on request. 


DELTORAMA LTD. BURY. PULBOROUGH. SUSSEX. 


